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January 16, 2018 

ALPINE CITY PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING AT 

Alpine City Hall, 20 North Main, Alpine, Utah 

January 16, 2018 

 

I. GENERAL BUSINESS   

A. Welcome and Roll Call: The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by City Planner 

Austin Roy, in the absence of the Chair and Vice Chair.  The following Commission 

Members were present and constituted a quorum: 

 

Chairman: David Fotheringham 

Commission Members: Bryce Higbee, Alan Macdonald, David Fotheringham, Jane Griener, John 

Gubler, Sylvia Christiansen 

Staff: Austin Roy, Jed Muhlestein, Marla Fox 

Others: Lon Lott, Loraine Lott, Ed Bush, Howard Christiansen, Teina Wihongi, Tyler Croft, Levi 

Yamada, Sam Bentley, Josh Jackson, Zach Aden, Tui Wihongi, Howard Christiansen 

 

A. Prayer/Opening Comments: David Fotheringham 

B. Pledge of Allegiance: By Invitation 

 

II. PUBLIC COMMENT 

There were no public comments.  

 

III.ACTION ITEMS 

 

A. Introduction of New Planning Commission Members 

Austin Roy introduced the new Planning Commission Members and asked them to tell a little bit 

about themselves.   

 

Sylvia Christiansen said she had been attending Planning Commission meetings for the past two 

years.  She had a background in architectural drafting, grant writing, and civil engineering 

technology, and she currently worked as a real estate agent.  She expressed a desire to serve the 

City well with the talents and experience she brought to the table.  

 

Alan Macdonald said attending City meetings was a new experience for him.  He had lived in 

Alpine for fifteen years and had four children.  He attended BYU law school and was working as 

an attorney representing civil cases and physicians.  He was looking forward to serving and making 

positive decisions for the future growth and development of Alpine.   

 

B. Selection of New Chair and Vice Chair 

Austin Roy explained the roles of the Chair and Vice-Chair and said the positions had two-year 

terms.  The responsibilities of the Chair included being a representative of the Planning 

Commission, attending City Council meetings, meeting with Staff, and conducting Planning 

Commission meetings.  

 

Jane Griener added that the Chair did not make any motions; however, they did cast votes.  
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The Planning Commission Members each took a moment to introduce themselves and stated how 

long they had served on the Planning Commission.  

 

Bryce Higbee had been a member of the Commission for roughly five years.  He is a Corporate 

Attorney and a coach for his kids’ sports teams.  He had previously served on the Parks and Trails 

Committee.  

 

David Fotheringham had been a Commission Member for three years and previously served on 

the Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Committee for five years.  He served in the military for 

thirty-two years, and was a Battalion Commander and Executive Officer for Core Artillery.  

Through these experiences, he had traveled the world. 

 

Jane Griener said she had been on the Planning Commission for two and a half years.  Her 

background was in computer science and small business startups, and she currently did data 

analytics for Purple in Alpine.  She had also done some communications consulting and website 

work for the City.  She had six children with one still living at home.   

 

John Gubler had been a Commission Member for a year and a half and was a fifteen-year resident 

of Alpine, with two boys still at home.  He had been in commercial real estate for the last twenty 

years.  

 

Austin Roy asked if any of the Planning Commission Members were interested in serving as Chair 

and David Fotheringham said he would be willing to serve.   

 

MOTION: Alan Macdonald moved to nominate David Fotheringham as the new Chair of the 

Planning Commission. 

 

Sylvia Christiansen seconded the motion.  The motion passed with 6 Ayes and 0 Nays.  Bryce 

Higbee, Alan Macdonald, David Fotheringham, Jane Griener, John Gubler and Sylvia Christensen 

all voted Aye.   

 

C. General Plan – Final Review 

Austin Roy explained that the Planning Commission and Staff had been working on updating the 

General Plan for the past two years.  The Planning Commission would be reviewing the whole 

document and making a recommendation to the City Council.  

 

Alan Macdonald said that there were multiple sections which started with Goal 1, which was 

confusing.  He suggested that the formatting of the document be cleaned up before going to the 

City Council.  Bryce Higbee agreed and suggested that each section include a header.   

 

Austin Roy explained that the General Plan was reviewed in sections, so the draft before them was 

several documents combined.  Staff would adjust the formatting and give each section a title.  Jed 

Muhlestein suggested that the document be formatted similar to the Development Code. 

 

Austin Roy said the Planning Commission could still recommend approval to the City Council 

with the stipulation that the corrections discussed were made before it was presented.   
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Sylvia Christiansen commented on the language stating that the City preferred to obtain public 

open space through planned residential development or by the public purchase of land.  She asked 

if there were any other options.  Staff stated that property could be gifted to the City or the City 

could apply for grants.   

 

The Planning Commission and staff went through the General Plan page by page and made the 

following changes:   

 

1. Page 5, Section 2.4 – correct the spacing on the last sentence.  

 

2. Page 7, Section 3.2 – underline “The Sensitive Lands Overlay Zone” to match the 

format of the other zones. 

 

3. Page 10 Addendum, Street Improvement Plan – Remove streets one and ten, as they 

were already complete.  

 

4. Change the title of the map on Page 19 to read “Dry Creek Corridor”. 

 

5. Policies – write out the word “versus” rather than abbreviating it to “vs”.  

 

6. Page 20, Goal #1 – remove the word “to” and begin the sentence with “Promote”. 

 

7. Make the font and format uniform throughout the document.  

 

There was a discussion regarding the allowance of motorized vehicles in Lambert Park, but they 

decided to keep the language in the draft. 

 

MOTION: Bryce Higbee moved to recommend approval of the General Plan with the condition 

that the above corrections be made. 

 

Jane Griener seconded the motion.  The motion passed with 6 Ayes and 0 Nays.  Bryce Higbee, 

Alan MacDonald, David Fotheringham, Jane Griener, John Gubler and Sylvia Christiansen all 

voted Aye. 

 

IV.COMMUNICATIONS 

David Fotheringham expressed a concern for the potholes on Healey Boulevard.  There was a 

discussion about following up on the road after developers finished construction.  It was stated that 

the City had a one-year warrantee with the developer for roads. 

 

V. APPROVAL OF PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES: December 5, 2017 

 

MOTION: Jane Griener moved to approve the Planning Commission Minutes for December 5, 

2017, with the correction of the year on pages 5 and 19. 
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Sylvia Christiansen seconded the motion.  The motion passed with 6 Ayes and 0 Nay.  Bryce 

Higbee, Alan MacDonald, David Fotheringham, Jane Griener, John Gubler and Sylvia 

Christiansen all voted Aye. 

 

ADJOURN 

David Fotheringham stated that the Planning Commission had covered all the items on the agenda 

and adjourned the meeting at 8:10 p.m. 


