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 ALPINE CITY COUNCIL ELECTRONIC MEETING  
Tuesday January 12, 2021 

 
I. WORK SESSION 6:00 – 7:00 pm 

 
Mayor Troy Stout called the work session to order at 6:00 pm. 
 
Roll Call:  The following were present and constituted a quorum.  
Council Members: Carla Merrill, Jessica Smuin, Lon Lott, Greg Gordon, excused Jason Thelin   
 
Staff: Shane Sorensen, Austin Roy, Craig Hall, Chief Brian Gwilliam, Chief Reed Thompson, Bonnie Cooper 
 
Others:  Mark Stienert 
 
 

A. General Plan – Land Use 
 
Shane Sorensen, City Administrator, said Austin Roy, City Planner, will be presenting the Land Use portion of the General Plan. 
He said Austin has taken input given to him by the City Council and will focus on those areas. Austin Roy explained the Land Use 
element of the General Plan divided in to three categories. He said the first category is to promote the city’s characteristic: as in 
streetscaping, open space, design guideline, and animal rights. The second category is zoning: explaining the different zones 
throughout the city. The third category is the overlay zones which include: The Gateway Historic Plan, and sensitive 
land such as hillside protection, senior living, and assisted living. He said he met with each City Council member 
individually to have them make comments and changes that the council members would like to include and want to 
look at. He said out of the comments made by the City Council members we can possibly create new ordinance or 
change existing ones. He said Jessica Smuin, City Council member, suggested a new ordinance on triggered setbacks 
when it comes to larger homes.  
 
Section 1: Promoting Characteristics  
Austin Roy said on the first page of the Lane Use General Plan, Jessica Smuin talked about monster homes and 
setbacks and a larger home should have a larger set back. If your home is over 10,000 square feet, the home would 
trigger a larger set back. He said ordinance would need to be created for that. Carla Merrill, City Council member, 
asked about the gates on Moyle Drive. Austin Roy said that is part of the Transportation Element of the General Plan, 
the council can address that idea for consideration at the work session for the Transportation Element. He said senior 
housing must by law rent or buy to people under 55 years of age. He said if they have their kids come live with them 
and then grandkids move in at that point there is a cap on how many people can live in the individual senior housing. 
He said the cap would need to be an ordinance.  
 
Lon Lott, City Council member, asked if the council wanted Dark Sky section to the General Plan, we did adopt a 
lighting ordinance, but a Dark Sky ordinance is a big commitment for a city. Park City does it, dark sky would be 
impacting every light in the city or we can do another ordinance for lighting. Mayor Troy Stout said his personal 
feeling is that the City Council wants to address Dark Sky because we want to maintain that rural feel. Greg Gordon, 
City Council member, said night lighting is an area of focus needs to be addressed maybe not Dark Sky. Lon Lott said 
the city promotes restricted lighting; it is difficult to start with the dark sky ordinance right now, but we can start 
somewhere. Austin Roy said every council member wants to do something regarding protecting Dark Sky. Greg 
Gordon wanted to address Alpine’s hillsides when it comes to lighting. Austin Roy said anything, above 52,000 feet 
of elevation and above Alpine City’s PI (Pressurized Irrigation) water would not be aviable to develop. Austin Roy 
said Jason Thelin, City Council member, was also concerned about light pollution on the hillside areas.  Austin Roy 
said Jessica Smuin said 2007 general plan a survey was sent out to the residents; she was wondering if we want to do 
in the future for 2021. Austin Roy said Greg Gordon questioned how the city can provide open space for agricultural 
use or preserve it, we take a proactive look at this. Greg Gordon suggested starting an Arts Committee, about policy 
1.2 in support of sense of community and provide residents an opportunity to congregate and serve.  
 
Greg Gordon said the city should support animal rights to make the rural vision a reality. Lon Lott said the Planning 
Commission is working on a large animal ordinances five large animals if we are going to encourage animals, the city 
needs to be less restrictive. Austin Roy said in Planning commission has been discussing these five horses for five 
acres does not seem the same as five horses to one acre. Jessica Smuin asked in the city could incentivize people by 
lowering their utility fee to encourage. Lon Lott said they are already in green belt and already have lower tax bracket. 
Austin Roy said the city does not have a lot of green belt area left. Shane said for those who have irrigation shares 
they already receive a very good rate from the city. Lon Lott said as green belt areas are smaller, the city needs to have 
a vision for the agricultural in the future. Mayor Troy Stout said the green belt area is still an asset to Alpine and he 
would like to see it preserved. Austin Roy said the way the General Plan was drafted, agricultural was a big part of 
the General Plan. He said street scaping was import to the Planning Commission with the lights along Main Street. 
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Greg Gordon talked about having flashing light that someone could push to be able to cross the street if this could be 
the General Plan for pedestrians in the commercial area. He said the council wanted a walkable city for business and 
schools. Austin Roy said Lon Lott talked about blocking gondolas to ski lifts, having access to trails, mountain, and 
open space. Carla Merrill, City Council member, said that area is forest service area. Lon Lott said we have been 
caught off guard do we even need to. Carla Merrill said there would be high avalanche danger she does not see it 
happening. Mayor Troy Stout said Alpine City is a dead-end community, maybe a statement in the General Plan 
stating that. Lon Lott said we value our mountains, trails, and horseback riding. Greg Gordon said the importance to 
open space and trail as a city we do not have control over the Forest Service land between access and being a good 
neighbor and not being a major public connection. Lon Lott said Forest Service land swap in north east corner of town 
pine grove group was looking to make a deal with the forest service to make a bigger parking lot. He said as a city we 
need to touch base with the landowners and it may need to be in the master plan. Mayor Troy Stout said that is county 
land, Lon Lott said when the city has a right of way, we need to keep our right we need to put wording in the land use 
General Plan.  
 
Section 2: Zoning 
Austin Roy said all of the City Council favored Alpine as bullseye density with the 2.2 does not exist yet right now 
we looked at the Bangeter property at the south end of town. Mayor Troy Stout said in some ways we already have 
that, but we do not have high density housing. Greg Gordon mixed use with high density gateway mall with business 
on the bottom and living space on the top, if there is a way, we could maintain the historical feel. Austin Roy said we 
have that already in the Ezra Lee building. Lon Lott said does this provide an invitation to come into our area to build 
high density housing and is an invitation. Mayor Troy Stout said we could address that up front and put that in where 
people this of apt complexes and maybe have a  
 
Lon Lott said senior living is a high-density overlay if we are having high-density within the business commercial 
area. Austin Roy said every time we approve a senior living, we sacrifice a business commercial area. Greg Gordon 
said he talked to someone who want to put in senior housing it seems like there is a bigger need for that than anything 
else. 
  
Section 3: Overlay Zones  
Gateway Historic District – what we are wanting for our downtown business commercial area.  
Sensitive lands – Alpine is surrounded on three sides by mountains forest land.  
Austin Roy said Carla Merrill asked about the moderate-income housing like townhomes and senior living and 
Lon Lott asked Austin Roy to clarify the beginning statement in section 3, regarding if a property owner is in two 
zones at the same time and one of those zones is an overlay zone. 
 
Greg Gordon suggested in section 1 regarding hillsides we could put language in saying Alpine City desires to protect 
views of mountains in general. Austin Roy said the city could add another policy on height regulation that could 
address that.  
 
Jessica Smuin asked about the graph that was on pages 11 and 12 of the handouts. Shane Sorensen said this came out 
of the Master Plan and some of these projects have been completed, the numbers could be old and will need to be 
updated. Austin Roy said he would update the graph.  
 
Lon Lott said last council meeting Craig Hall, City Attorney, said to have a training meeting with the Planning 
Commission make sure the council and Planning Commission were all in agreement of what goes in as an ordinance 
or a guideline. Austin Roy said that is a good idea making sure everyone in the city is on the same page and there is 
not any disconnect. He said Dark Skies on the hillsides is in effect, but the Planning Commission can tweak this, bring 
it to the City Council at a future meeting along with design guidelines.  
 

 
II. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 7:00 pm 
 
Mayor Troy Stout reminded residents that City Council meetings this year will begin at 6:00pm with a work session 
for the first hour.  
   

A. Prayer:  Carla Merrill 
    
 

III. CONSENT CALENDAR  
 

A. Approve City Council minutes of December 8, 2020 
B. Ordinance 2021-03: Appeal Authority 
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Shane Sorensen said when the city went from Board of Adjustments to having a hearing officer, there 
are several references in the Development Code to Board of Adjustments that did not get updated. He 
said this would take or those references in the ordinance. He said this needs to be corrected as soon 
as possible so that the code accurately outlines the administrative hearing process. He said the 
Planning Commission has reviewed the ordinance, held a public hearing, and recommended the 
ordinances approval:  
 
MOTION: Ed Bush moved to recommend approval of Ordinance 2021-03 Appeal Authority as 
proposed. John MacKay seconded the motion. There were 6 Ayes and 0 Nays (recorded below). The 
motion passed.  

Ayes:    Nays:  
Jane Griener   None  
Ed Bush  
Ethan Allen  
Troy Slade  
John MacKay  
Sylvia Christiansen 
 

C. Bond Release No. 8 - The Ridge at Alpine Phase 3: $153,712.10 
D. Final Bond Release – The Ridge at Alpine Phase 2: $144,029.32 
E. Final Bond Release – The Ridge at Alpine Phase 1: $133,119.12 
F. Purchase Motor for Healey Well - Nickerson Company: $38,514.00 

 
Shane Sorensen explained Healey Well motor went out in September. He said the city needs to have it replaced by 
spring. He said Nickerson gave a bid for two different motors. He said both motors had a two-year warranty, and the 
GE motor was cheaper. He said the city is looking at having addition equipment to monitor power and any future 
problems with the well. He said staff would be bringing that back at a future City Council meeting.  
 

G. Watkins Lane Waterline Extension: $23,125.00 
 

Shane Sorensen explained that the Peirce family will be building a home on an existing lot on Watkins Lane. He said 
this requires the property owner to extend the waterline 120 feet, the property owner would pay for this portion. He 
said on some of the city’s maps the waterline appeared to show it connected but upon further investigation it does not 
connect. He said this would be beneficial loop through that area for the city to extend the waterline.  He said the city 
will need to install an additional 300 feet of the waterline. He said the property owners have a contractor there already 
installing their waterline. He said the city had obtained a bid from the same company and staff asked council to approve 
the installation of the waterline while the contractor is there to expedite the installation. He said the main benefits to 
establishing the loops are to improve fire flows for an entire area, if there was a problem in a line somewhere else we 
can shut some valves and be able to feed the area while still making repairs and if there is high usage the loop can 
help with the pressure in the system for everyone.   
 
ITEMS B & G from the consent calendar 
Motion:  Lon Lott moved remove items B & G from the consent calendar and vote on them separately. Greg Gordon 
seconded the motion. There were 4 Ayes and 0 Nays, as recorded below. The motion passed unanimously.  
 

Ayes   Nays 
    Jessica Smuin 
    Greg Gordon 

    Lon Lott 
    Carla Merrill 
   

ITEMS A, C, D, E and F from the consent calendar 
Motion: Lon Lott moved to approve the Consent Calendar with the changes of the November 24, 2020 minutes made 
by himself. Carla Merrill seconded the motion. There were 4 Ayes and 0 Nays, as recorded below. The motion passed 
unanimously.  

 
    Ayes   Nays 
    Jessica Smuin 
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    Greg Gordon 
    Lon Lott 

     Carla Merrill 
 
ITEM B from the consent calendar 
Motion: Lon Lott moved to approve item B from the consent calendar with the following changes: Page 3 item 5aii 
and item 7bii it still has the word Board/Board of Adjustments and needs to replace with Appeal Authority. Greg 
Gordon seconded the motion. There were 4 Ayes and 0 Nays, as recorded below. The motion passed unanimously.  
 

Ayes   Nays 
    Jessica Smuin 
    Greg Gordon 

    Lon Lott 
     Carla Merrill 
 
ITEM G from the consent calendar  
Lon Lott said he recused himself from voting on item G – Watkins Lane Waterline Extension of the consent calendar 
for conflict of interest. He said he needed to disclose to the council that he had given a bid for sprinkler and landscaping 
repair to the water line.  
 
*Email received from Lon Lott on January 14, 2021: 
Mayor Troy Stout, 
As per the legal requirements of both verbal and written. 
I Lon Lott have a conflict of interest In regard to the Watkins Lane Water line extension shown on the revised 
agenda for January 12, 2012.  Several years ago I completed landscape and sprinkler work on the property owned 
by Bridle Up Hope and the end of Watkins lane. Prior to January 12 Carlton Inc. contacted me and requested a bid 
to repair landscaping and sprinklers at the Bridle up Hope location after they complete installing a water line 
through said property. I delivered the proposal and then was informed it was a proposal for Alpine City and would 
be voted on by city council members.  I will recuse myself from the process of approval during the City council 
meeting due to conflict of interest. 
 Lon Lott 
 
Motion: Carla Merrill moved to approve item G from the consent calendar as outlined. Jessica Smuin seconded the 
motion. There were 3 Ayes and 0 Nays, as recorded below. The motion passed unanimously.   
  

Ayes   Nays 
    Jessica Smuin 
    Greg Gordon 

    Carla Merrill 
   
IV. PUBLIC COMMENT   
 
Mark Stienert: 
375 E Silverleaf Drive 
 
Mark Stienert said he wanted to do his Eagle Scout project to go around the city and painting 35 fire hydrants and 
the curb around them. He said his plan is to have volunteers help to help, it should take four to six hours. He said the 
project would take place Saturday January 16th or the 30th between 10 am and 2 pm.   
 
Mayor Troy Stout asked Shane Sorensen how are on the temperatures to make sure the paint sticks. Shane Sorensen 
said we may need to ask the supplier of the paint. Mark Stienert said he spoke with someone at the fire department 
and they said it would stick. Fire Chief Reed Thompson said we need to verify the temperature it needs to be outside 
to paint. Mayor Troy Stout said the forecast says 41 degrees. Mark Stienert said he plans to take shovels and brooms 
to clear anything out of the way before painting. Shane Sorensen said to make sure you have some adult supervision 
for the project. Chief Reed Thompson said to Mark Stienert to be sure to avoid painting the gaps at the top where the 
three ports are that we connect the hose line to and gate valves of the hydrants. Mayor Troy Stout asked Mark Stienert 
to contact Austin Roy to let the city know what date his Eagle Scout project will take place and where. 
 
Email from 
Larry and Darlynn Tolman:  
1179 Moyle Drive 
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We live on Moyle Dr and enjoy walking in Lambert Park almost every day. We’re so grateful for the foresight that 
our city leaders and citizens had when they purchased the land and designated it as protected land, prohibiting 
shooting, hunting and motorized vehicles. The Park is one of the attractive features of Alpine.  Sadly, we have 
witnessed many drivers who have disregarded the signs and drive on the gravel road that connects to Moyle Dr. One 
suggestion we have is to install a Motion sensing camera that can monitor the gravel road and cite those who are in 
violation. A small solar panel could be installed for power. This could be a source of revenue for the city, which would 
offset the cost of the camera. It also would not require a police officer to monitor the road as they sometimes do. We 
would just like to see the law enforcement and those who violate it pay the penalty. Concerned Citizens 
 
Mayor Troy Stout said in the past there had been a suggestion of a gates in Lambert Park. He said he likes the idea of 
a camera to help the city enforce violators and would like to put that on a future City Council agenda. Craig Hall, City 
Attorney, said if it is the intent to issue violations or traffic violations and if that is in the area of photo cop it is illegal 
and not permitted. Police Chief Brian Gwilliam said as it is not always registered owner of the vehicle that is 
trespassing or driving the vehicle. Mayor Troy Stout asked if it is unlawful for the city to capture the vehicles plate 
number and then notify them by letter, so the driver is aware that driving in Lambert Park is illegal. Craig Hall said 
he did not think it would be improper to send a letter and he would look into it. He said it is illegal to have a photo 
cop and issue citations. Carla Merrill asked if a gate was going in Lambert Park. Mayor Troy Stout said he is in favor 
of a gate. Carla Merrill questioned why there was not one there because there is one at the end of Three Falls. She said 
she believes the gate would solve the issue. Shane Sorensen said he remembered the gate being discussed before. He 
said he thinks Craig Hall should review this before going forward. He said then staff can bring back the findings at 
the next couple of meeting. Carla Merrill said this gate is the same as Three Falls gate, if the city is not going to have 
one at Lambert Park, the city should take the one down in Three Falls. She said they are both supposed to be secondary 
access roads. Shane Sorensen said potentially there are settlement agreements involved that may prohibit having a 
gate. Jessica Smuin said she recalled in the judge’s ruling that he specifically said that gates could be allowed. Shane 
Sorensen said he will get that decision to Craig Hall, but he believes it only talked about not paving. Mayor Troy Stout 
asked Shane Sorensen to have staff make this a priority and voice concern that the traffic problem is still happening. 
Chief Reed Thompson cautioned the City Council because the fire department already has an extended response time 
into that area whether we were to use the emergency access or to come through the Grove Dr and come up Box Elder. 
Carla Merrill said she believes the city needs consistency regarding the access gates. Chief Reed Thompson said the 
Three Fall gate is there because the development is not completed and is not a fire access gate at this point. He said 
he is not in favor of gates in either location because of access in case of fire. He said having gates will extend the fire 
departments response time. Carla Merrill said the road in Three Falls will eventually be paved unlike the road in 
Lambert Park.  Mayor Troy Stout said four years ago the council talked about fire truck access; it is time to do 
something about it and make it a priority.  
 
V. REPORTS AND PRESENTATIONS 
  

A. OPMA Training 
 

Craig Hall explained OPMA (Open Public Meeting Act) training needs to take place annually as per the Utah State 
Legislature. He said OPMA is part of Alpine City’s yearly audit report. The City Council participated in a training 
taught and lead by Craig Hall. Some of the items they covered are as follows: sunshine laws: transparency ensuring 
the public is provided with adequate advance notice of the agency’s scheduled meeting. Craig Hall cautioned 
council members on conduct during council meetings and outside council meetings and emergency meeting making 
sure there is never any collusion. He went over requirements for public notices of meetings. He said the council can 
have a closed meeting for the five following reasons: discuss litigation, property acquisition, and professional 
character, conduct or competency of personnel. He said minutes required for all open meetings. He said there a 
consequence of noncompliance with any rules of the OPMA. 
 
Greg Gordon asked Craig to clarify about reading emails during a City Council meeting. Craig Hall suggested 
turning your phone off, it infringes on the intent on the public meeting law. He said that is his personal feelings on 
the matter.  
 

B. Financial Report  
 
Shane Sorensen explained the city is six months into the budget year. He said the monthly and a yearly sale tax lags 
about two months behind. He said on page three the administration is at 118% and should be 50%, the reason for 
this is due to the CARES Act funds. He said the city chose to use the funds to pay for the Public Safety salaries and 
take that money the city would have spent and use it later on projects that the council had already approved with the 
CARES Act funds. He said this will allow the city more time to complete the projects. He said an adjustment in the 
budget will need to be made because of that. He said the city has a large water project that will start in March and be 
completed later in the year so right now it shows a lot of money. He said sales tax is 14% above last year, things are 
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going well for the city financially.  He said when revenue comes in from a lawsuit it goes into the budget and gets 
redistributed. Greg Gordon, City Council member, asked what was behind that. Shane Sorensen said we have had a 
couple of settlements. He said the city received November’s is property tax in December.  
 
VI. ACTION/DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

A. Ordinance 2021-01: Planning Commission Rules 
 

Austin Roy said the City Attorney, Craig Hall, has prepared language to clarify what constitutes a quorum and the 
requirements for an affirmative vote of recommendation or approval by the Planning Commission, which is four 
members. He said the existing ordinance does not outline the above items. He said staff is recommending that the 
proposed ordinance be approved to help clarify Planning Commission responsibilities and make sure decisions 
comply with the Public Meetings Act. He said the Planning Commission has reviewed the ordinance, held a public 
hearing, and recommended approval: 
  
MOTION: Ed Bush moved to recommend approval of Ordinance 2021-01 Planning Commission Rules as proposed. 
Troy Slade seconded the motion. There were 6 Ayes and 0 Nays (recorded below). The motion passed.  

Ayes:    Nays:  
Jane Griener   None  
Ed Bush  
Ethan Allen  
Troy Slade  
John MacKay  
Sylvia Christiansen 
 

Mayor Troy Stout asked if a quorum of four and the Planning Commission chair is also a voting member and the 
chair is there and there is a split vote, is there a tie breaker for a quorum of four. Craig Hall said the motion dies or 
goes to the next meeting. Lon Lott said a three vote in that case would move it forward as a recommendation to the 
City Council. Craig Hall said this is typical of most cities in the state.  
 
Motion:   Lon Lott moved approve Ordinance 2021-01. Greg Gordon seconded the motion. There were 4 Ayes and 0 
Nays, as recorded below. The motion passed unanimously.  

 
    Ayes   Nays 
    Jessica Smuin 
    Greg Gordon 

    Lon Lott 
    Carla Merrill  

      
B. Ordinance 2021-02: Commercial Site Plan Requirements 

 
Austin Roy said on December 1, 2020, the Planning Commission recommended approval of the Alpine Fitness site 
plan. He said during the review, the Planning Commission suggested that a 3-D rendering of the proposed building 
would have been helpful to better understand the design of the building. He said staff is proposing that 3-D 
renderings be a requirement for future new commercial buildings in the Business Commercial Zone.  
He said the Planning Commission has reviewed the ordinance, held a public hearing, and recommended approval:  
 
MOTION: John MacKay moved to recommend approval of Ordinance 2021-02 Site Plan Requirements as 
proposed. Troy Slade seconded the motion. There were 6 Ayes and 0 Nays (recorded below). The motion passed 
unanimously.  

Ayes:    Nays:  
Jane Griener   None  
Ed Bush  
Ethan Allen  
Troy Slade  
John MacKay  
Sylvia Christiansen 
 

Lon Lott said the question he had regarding extra cost to the property owner was addressed at the Planning 
Commission meeting. He said the architectural designer would be able to print out a 3D model. He voiced concern 
that the city might be imposing additional expense. Austin Roy said the designers can automatically print the 3D 
models with the software they have. Mayor Troy Stout questioned if it is required to have the model printed or can it 
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be electronic or both. Austin Roy said a section of the ordinance covers that they must have both a physical copy, PDF 
copy and AutoCAD is the city’s preferred method. Lon Lott questioned if the city would need to update other sections 
to show that we are expecting 3D renderings also. Austin Roy said this is what ordinance we point someone to when 
they are designing a building. He said we tell them they need to meet items one through thirteen. He said if the property 
owner is missing any of those items the city will not accept the site plan. Lon Lott said the city needs to look if there 
is any another section that may also need to be changed in this area as well. 
 
Motion: Greg Gordon approved ordinance 2021-02 Site Plan Requirement.  Carla Merrill seconded the motion. There 
were 4 Ayes and 0 Nays, as recorded below. The motion passed unanimously.  

 
    Ayes   Nays 
    Jessica Smuin 
    Greg Gordon 

    Lon Lott 
    Carla Merrill  

      
C. Ordinance 2021-04: Monument Signs  

 
Austin Roy said the Planning Commission tried to listen and address the concerns of the City Council in reviewing 
this ordinance.  He said there are three elements that will be changed in this ordinance, definition to height, 
increasing setbacks to five feet and reducing the dimensions of signs that are permitted. He said in early 2020 Alta 
Bank installed a new monument sign, on the corner of Main Street and 100 South, which raised safety concerns 
about visibility being obstructed by the new sign. He said it is proposed that the setback requirements for monument 
signs be increased, the size of signs permitted be reduced, and that a new standard for how height is measured be 
implemented to four feet high and six feet wide. He said the Planning Commission has reviewed the ordinance, held 
a public hearing, and recommended approval:  
 
MOTION: Troy Slade moved to recommend approval of Ordinance 2021-04 Monument Signs as proposed. Sylvia 
Christiansen seconded the motion. There were 6 Ayes and 0 Nays (recorded below). The motion passed.  

Ayes:    Nays:  
Jane Griener   None 
 Ed Bush  
Ethan Allen  
Troy Slade  
John MacKay  
Sylvia Christiansen 
 

Carla Merrill questioned how this ordinance would affect the schools who want colored signs. Austin Roy said right 
now the ordinance says the signs have to be monochrome single color. He said this is something the council could 
change. Greg Gordon said he talked to principal Dave Perdue at Alpine Elementary School, after speaking with him 
Greg Gordon’s opinion on colored signs is it is not the worst thing. He said he sees the only issue or concern would 
be at night. He said he thinks what Timberline Middle School had done well was only runs their signs during drop off, 
pick up or during events. He said he thinks with parameters like that, colored signs for the schools should be fine. 
Carla Merrill asked Greg Gordon his thoughts about allowing the school signs to be on 30 min before and an hour 
after school or an event. Greg Gordon said he agreed with Carla Merrill on the timing. Carla Merrill suggested having 
a cut off time of 8:00 pm, perhaps the school can program that. Lon Lott questioned what the city had asked of 
Mountainville Academy regarding their electronic sign. Carla Merrill commented that Mountainville Academy’s sign 
seems to be on all the time. Austin Roy said he believe the city requested that Mountainville Academy turn the sign 
off at night. He voiced concern if the signs were manual and left on, it would be better if the signs were on timers. 
Carla Merrill said maybe only allow schools full color signs with the restrictions of 7 am to 8 pm. Lon Lott said he 
agreed to make it consistent throughout all the schools would be the best approach.  Greg Gordon said he would like 
to check with Timberline Middle School to see what company they go through for their sign, because theirs seem to 
be working very efficiently. Carla Merrill said she thinks all the schools are going through the same company out of 
Springville.  
 
Austin Roy said Alpine City’s development code 3.25.090 already addresses electronic message display signs. Carla 
Merrill suggested making the school signs the same size as a monument sign. Austin Roy said the council would need 
to amend the code to change the size. He said the code has the hours of 6 am to 8 pm.  Carla Merrill suggested the 
council change the code so that the schools are not limited to just amber light display. Mayor Troy Stout voiced 
concern about the time the signs should be turned off at night and suggested it be earlier than 8 pm. Shane Sorensen 
said this item (school signs) was not addressed in the public hearing at the Planning Commission meeting. He asked 
Craig Hall if the city would need to a public hearing again. Craig Hall asked if color or hours of operation had come 
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up at Planning Commission meeting. Austin Roy replied no, but he did not think the council wanted to change the 
hours in the code.  Lon Lott said the council can address the size of the sign and modify development code 3.25.090 
item number two in the council’s motion. Craig Hall said he would be okay about modifying the monochrome or 
colors/multi-colors. 
 
Jessica Smuin asked if light was discussed at the Planning Commission meeting as far as dimming lights or being 
more sensitive to a Dark Sky. Carla Merrill said in item number three of the code it says a shadow no greater than 30 
feet. Austin Roy said the new dimensions for the entire monument sign in item number two will be four feet high and 
six feet wide. Carla Merrill clarified item one would edit the color and she is okay with the 8 pm shut off time. Jessica 
Smuin asked if ownership changes on a building that has a sign that does not meet the city code, would that trigger 
the new owner to become compliant. Lon Lott said the city has that in the ordinance except as provided here and it 
shall be unlawful to erect, construct, reconstruct, alter or change the use of any structure while marquees or any other 
parts are jointed together to form a sign without first obtaining a signed permit from Alpine City, and that point he 
said he would say the new ordinance applies. Craig Hall said in the city’s code or ordinance it does not say change of 
ownership requires them to bring the outside dimensions or the location of the sign into conformity. Austin Roy asked 
if the city could create a code that would require upon ownership change the new owner become compliant when it 
comes to signage. Craig Hall said he did not think change in text is sufficient nor does he think a change in ownership 
change in use maybe, but not the other. Mayor Troy Stout asked if those buildings that change ownership, are 
perpetually noncompliant. Craig Hall said there are some ordinances floating around the state and in the country where 
the city can amortize out nonconforming uses based on an economic use economic value that sort of thing, let’s say a 
monument sign costs $10,000, let them use the sign for 10 years and then they must bring the sign into conformity 
whatever is the appropriate relationship and ratio to the economic value and use of the sign. Greg Gordon said the 
hour ending at 8 pm is a good idea, he has heard multiple complaints regarding the brightness on Main Street from 
Mountainville Academy’s sign. He said he thinks this will be a way to improve it to have it an hour before and an 
hour after an event. Austin Roy said in addition to Westfield Road he knows that Alpine Elementary is also looking 
at replacing their sign potentially the city could have four colored illuminated signs. 
 
Motion:  Carla Merrill moved to approve ordinance 2021-04 for monument signs with the corollary to the 
development code 3.25.090 for the electronic message display signs to reflect the change in the dimensions of the 
monument sign ordinance and strike section one.  Lon Lott seconded the motion. There were 3 Ayes and 1 Nays, as 
recorded below. The motion passed.  

 
    Ayes   Nays 
    Carla Merrill  Jessica Smuin 
    Greg Gordon 

    Lon Lott     
  
Greg Gordon asked for clarification on the language on point one of the development code 3.25.090, it will read not 
be limited to amber display. Carla Merrill relied, no, but number one could be stricken out. Greg Gordon said the city 
needs to keep the hours in check because if the city has four signs the city could potentially have some angry 
neighborhoods if the schools do not comply with the hours in the code.  Carla Merrill said the council may have to 
come back and adjust the times if it becomes an issue. Austin Roy said Mountainville Academy sign is one of the 
signs that is not compliant with the development code.  
 
VII. STAFF REPORTS 
 
Chief Reed Thompson said COVID-19 vaccinations are underway and most of the fire department staff has 
participated. He said the fire department was involved in a call today with the health department to bring the 
vaccination process locally. He said currently the vaccinations are being offered in Spanish Fork and Provo only. He 
said they are applying for a fire fighter grant, primarily to do with vehicle exhaust systems for the bays at the fire 
house to keep the exhaust out of the living quarters and help with safety for our fire fighters. He said the application 
is due by the end of February for both Highland City and Alpine City stations. He said he will be getting the numbers 
to Shane Sorensen regarding the addition to the fire house in Alpine and what the addition will look like. Mayor Troy 
Stout asked about the bids Chief Thompson had received. Chief Reed Thompson said the programming space and so 
for the square footage that is needed for building and not necessarily looking at the cost so we would need to push that 
out to get pricing on the addition, but he feels like he knows what the space will look like and the concept. 
 
Shane Sorensen said the city had hired someone to replace DeAnn Parry as Accounts Payable/Utilities Manager and 
has been two weeks and has been going very well. Her name is Heidi Jackman and lives here in Alpine. He said 
hopefully we can introduce her to the council soon. He said the city is starting interviews for Ted Stillman’s position 
of Code Compliance Officer. He said the City Hall remodel is coming along, the arched window in the entrance will 
be going in later, the carpet, and desk was installed. We need put a roof on this little entrance addition, the city could 
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do asphalt, wood shakers or metal. He said the rest of the roof will be done in the spring. Greg Gordon asphalt or 
shaker wood or metal. Shane Sorensen said shaker shingles is what we had in mind. Mayor Troy Stout said he believes 
the shaker shingles would be more historic. Shane Sorensen said he has a sample that is a metal roof panel that looks 
like shaker shingles. Jessica Smuin said she would send Shane Sorensen a picture of a metal roof and a shaker roof on 
the same home which she thought look good together. She said the price point should be considered. Shane Sorensen 
said he could gather information and bring back to the council. He said the new Audio/visual will be installed next 
week at City Hall. He said it should take about a week, so that room should be ready soon. He said the city had received 
calls from vendors regarding Alpine Days. He said Mayor Troy Stout and himself need to come up with someone to 
be run Alpine Days. He said the Lone Peak Public Safety meeting will not be held tomorrow and will be postponed 
until next week. He said he and Carolyn Riley have been working on getting to get a new website, we reached out to 
other cities and we are working through that and will bring that back to at another council meeting.  
 
VIII. COUNCIL COMMUNICATION 
 
Jessica Smuin asked about a grant for a car charging station. Lon Lott said it was through the MAG group and the city 
did not qualify for that. Mayor Troy Stout said the grant was part of the lawsuit settlement from Volkswagen. Carla 
Merrill said Jason Thelin, City Council member, did not want to pursue it, the city has more and more people who are 
getting electric cars. She said the city should have an option here. Austin Roy said he will check on the time frame on 
the grant to see if it has expired.  
 
Mayor Troy Stout said he signed the recreational grant money that was available to the city. Shane Sorensen said the 
grant is for $5000 the city can use the funds and send them a receipt. He said he would like to have some type of 
search engine on the new website where if, when having a meeting and the council cannot recall when an item was 
discussed at a previous meeting, the website would have a search engine for us to lookup those items or anyone in the 
community.  Shane Sorensen said he would address that with the website companies that we are looking at. He said 
at a staff level about three months ago we implemented an action item spread sheet and on every Wednesday morning 
after council meeting it is updated at sent out to staff.   
 
IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Discuss litigation, property acquisition, or the professional character, conduct 

or competency of personnel. 
 
Motion: Lon Lott moved to extend the meeting until 9:30 pm to complete the Executive Session. Carla Merrill 

seconded the motion. There were 4 Ayes and 0 Nays, as recorded below. The motion passed unanimously. 
 

Ayes   Nays 
    Jessica Smuin 
    Greg Gordon 

    Lon Lott 
    Carla Merrill  

 
 
Motion:  Lon Lott moved to adjourn from City Council meeting to an Executive Session to discuss litigation. Carla 
Merrill seconded the motion. There were 4 Ayes and 0 Nays, as recorded below. The motion passed unanimously.  

 
    Ayes   Nays 
    Jessica Smuin 
    Greg Gordon 

    Lon Lott 
    

Adjourned to Executive Session at 8:55pm     
Executive Session Adjourned at 9:33pm back into City Council meeting  
 
X. CONSIDERATION OF THE EXECUTION OF AGREEMENT: with Patterson Construction and 

Autumn View Properties Regarding Quail Fire Dispute.  
 
Shane said the council needs to authorize the Mayor to sign the agreement. 
  
Motion:  Lon Lott moved to approve the agreement to authorize the Mayor Troy Stout to sign said agreement. Greg 
Gordon seconded the motion. There were 4 Ayes and 0 Nays, as recorded below. The motion passed unanimously.  

 
    Ayes   Nays 
    Jessica Smuin 
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    Greg Gordon 
    Lon Lott 
    Carla Merrill  
 

Motion: Carla Merrill moved to adjourn from City Council into Executive Session. Greg Gordon seconded the  
motion. There were 5 Ayes and 0 Nays, as recorded below. The motion Passed unanimously.   
 

Ayes   Nays 
    Jessica Smuin 
    Greg Gordon 

    Lon Lott 
    Carla Merrill  

    
 
Adjourned at: 9:35 pm       

 

 


