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Great Basin Nation
Expansion opens in Plymouth
Jessica Tanner
Leader Assistant Editor

Over the past eight
years Great Basin
Industrial has grown
significantly, focusing
on a wide variety of
projects and putting it’s
employees, customers,
vendors and suppliers
first in order to maintain
success, creating the
Great Basin Nation.
That success has
lead to the business’
expansion to a new fabrication
shop
in
Plymouth.
An open
house was held Friday
as the shop opened it
doors.
“We have grown 50
percent every year,” said
Scott Kent, one of six
company owners. “A
couple years it has been
even more. We have had
to keep the reins pulled
back a little bit, so to
speak, to keep it manageable.”
That level of growth
can be attributed to one
thing, Kent continued.
“I associate our success
to good people. Taking
care of them and trying
to keep the family atmosphere with our office,
shop and field people,
the trust of our customers and vendors have
been one of the main
reasons we have succeeded. People are your
best asset.”

In November 2006,
original owners, Scott
Kent and Jeff Murray,
who worked together
with a different fabrication company, had an
opportunity to go out on
their own. A company in
Wyoming needed a tank
built, but there was no
one to do it, due to
demand.
They took advantage of the opportunity
and started their business January 2007. A
year later they were
joined by Dan Clegg,
the current company
president, who jumped
into a huge project
($3.5M). “He helped us
get going,” Kent said,
“that put us on the map
to get where we are
today.”
GBI is a provider of
turnkey design, fabrication, industrial construction and repair services. They engineer,
design and fabricate in
the following industries
oil, gas and chemical,
mining and aggregates,
power generation, water
and wastewater and
pulp/paper. The products they create are
industrial tanks and
storage, air pollution
control, maintenance
repairs and alterations.
By 2008, Jesse
Memmott and Jamie
Astle both came onboard
and J.D. Oldham joined

in 2009. The next year
GBI purchased Bear
River Fabrication, a
supplier of theirs who
was going out of business.
Presidents Jim and
Justin Shelton were
hired on as managers of
the plant. Today Justin is
the operations manager
in Plymouth, while his
father, Jim is the field
service warehouse manager.
“I don’t now where
I would be if they
wouldn’t have done
that,” said Justin. “It
was a blessing for us.
We shut down and had
nothing. We put everything we had into that
business. These guys
stepped up and put us to
work.”
Astle said, “They
did a good job, they
were our best fabricator,
or at least the most reliable. When they were
having problems, we
said let’s see what we
can do and it has worked
out pretty well.”
GBI has worked in
16 different states and in
Canada. It has thrived,
even during the economic downturn, a feat
in itself. “We are pretty
diversified,” said Kent.
“We can move between
different industries and
that’s what has helped
us grow.”
Their
consistent
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Great Basin Industrial co-owner Scott Kent cuts the ribbon at
the company's new fabrication plant in Plymouth, while President Dan
Clegg, and county commissioners Jeff Scott and Stan Summers look on.
growth made the expansion necessary. “One of
the reasons we chose to
expand and stay in Box
Elder County is because
of the great community
and their work ethic,”
Oldham said. “This was
an ideal location.”
In 2010, they had
only 50 people but has
since grown to about
450 who work at the
office headquarters in
Kaysville, the field crew
warehouse
in
Tremonton, the expanded fabrication shop in
Plymouth and their field
services plant in Rock
Springs Wyo. That plant
also opened this year.
Construction on the
Plymouth site took a little over a year and has
created better working
conditions, as well as

plenty of room to grow.
“I don’t know how
we were doing it before,”
Justin said, “We went
from 18,000 square feet
(in the Tremonton shop)
to 60,000 square feet,
not counting the offices,
and it’s already full.”
Astler added, “We
were cramming about
$60-70 million jobs
through a shop that
could handle $10 million, but they did it. We
have a good staff.”
The Plymouth shop
sits on 32 acres with
only a third of it currently developed. “We
are hoping to fill up the
whole 32 acres someday,” Kent said.
“We are exited that
we can expand and have
room to work now,”
Clegg said. “We have

big plans, we expect to
fill this shop and build a
couple others.”
Kent added, “You
feel very grateful and
appreciative to all the
people who have helped
make it possible. We
had a vision, we wanted
to grow and it’s amazing
to see the reality. The
reality is better than the
dream.”
Things look to continue in a strong direction for GBI. “We have
a lot of demand from big
companies,” Astle stated. “We have a project
right now that will consume half of this shop
for two years. I am
already telling them we
need another one of
these building. We have
no shortage of upcoming work.”

duplicate it myself,” he
said. The flame is remote
controlled, a new feature
this year, and runs off of
propane. You can literally feel the heat when
the dragon lets off a
flame.
“The dragon is my
favorite,” Stephan said.
“When you can feel the
flame and the look on
people’s faces. You just
don’t see that every day
in someone’s yard.”
“I just think it’s so
unique,” added Peggy,
who also said the dragon
is her favorite part.
A projector projects
scary images off the
closed garage door, a
dummy part of Frankenstein’s laboratory hides
in the front window of
their home and there’s
plenty of spooky spider

webs and hidden frights
throughout the yard
including fiery graves
and flaming pumpkins.
Last year the Dansies saw over 300 visitors. They are a teal
pumpkin house, which
means they do not hand
out treats with any sort
of peanut product in
them, to help children
with food allergies.
Instead they give out
small toys, over 300 of
them.
Although
many
children don’t make it
up the driveway very
far, on Halloween night
actors roam the property
making it even scarier,
it’s not the Dansie’s
intention to scare children.
“My goal is not to
scare them away but to

let them have a fun
time,” Stephen said.
“Sometimes we sit down
with them and talk to
them.”
“It’s just fun for the
kids,” Peggy said. “It’s
not scary, just fun.”
“Halloween is just a
lot of fun. I want Halloween to be a fun day.
It’s not supposed to be
too serious,” Stephen
said.

■ DANSIES continued from pg. A1

interesting about the
three pumpkins is the
projected animation that
sings popular Halloween songs.
Throughout
the
experience you’ll find
Oscar the garbage can
monster that will jump
out and scare even the
most knowledgeable
reporter that even
expected it to happen. A
black, sound activated
spider will nip at your
heels, a talking, life-size
skeleton will greet you
at the door. Skeletons fly
from the sky, drive trac-

tors, sleep in coffins and
make random appearances, all when you’re
least expecting it.
“It’s kind of a rush,
scaring people,” Stephen said. “It’s fun to
watch them get startled
then laugh.”
Stephen and Peggy
don’t do all of it on their
own. They invest the
help of their five children, two of which still
get the at-home experience of it all. Emily and
Stephanie are instrumental in helping bring
the Halloween experi-
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Emily Dansie of Tremonton will be
haunting trick or treaters this Halloween night as
a corpse bride. She is part of the Dansie's annual
Halloween celebration where their Tremonton
home is decorated with all the spookiest details.
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ence to excellence.
The fire breathing
dragon is perhaps the
biggest attraction at the
Dansie’s house. Stephen
found the pattern from a
company, then proceeded to cut it out of wood
using a jig saw. Peggy
and Stephanie then spent
weeks painting the dragon.
“I subscribe to a catalog and one day I was
thumbing through and
found the dragon. I’ve
always had an infinity
for dragons, especially
fire breathing dragons,”
Stephen said. His inspiration came from Disneyland when he saw
Malificent’s fire breathing dragon come out of
the pit.
“I was curious how
they did that I tried to

