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This is an update to the Water Tower fire that started east of Alpine July 15, 2017.  The US 

Forest Service has determined that the fire was caused by individuals firing a 50 caliber rifle. 

The individuals were cooperative at the scene and called 911 to report the fire. Further action by 

the Forest Service will take place to recover the cost of suppression and any necessary 

rehabilitation. The fire burned approximately 375 acres; about 12 acres were within Alpine City 

limits. During the fire it was estimated 505 acres burned. Follow-up GPS & aerial mapping 

reported an actual 375 acres. 

Twenty-five homes were evacuated Sunday around 3 a.m. as a safety precaution. Residents later 

returned to their homes around 4:00 PM. There were no homes or outbuildings burned. The Red 

Cross set up an evacuation center; however, no one used the facility.  Instead, family and good 

neighbors took in the approximate 125 evacuees. Lone Peak Fire responded at the onset and 

remained throughout the night; Spencer Edwards stayed well into Sunday evening, working 48 

hours without rest. These individuals deserve our deepest thanks. 

Actions by Utah Forestry and Fire Control resulted in Blackhawk helicopters which were quickly 

deployed July 176h.  The fact that they came early on was extremely beneficial.  Later in the day, 

other Forest Service aviation assets were deployed.  Heavy helicopters with large buckets had the 

advantage of quick turn-arounds from the irrigation reservoir near the rodeo grounds.  

During the fire suppression effort, a Type III team from the Northern Utah Interagency Fire 

Center deployed assets and worked out of the Alpine Elementary School. We are particularly 

grateful to Alpine School District and the principal who assisted the team in setting up and 

providing an excellent Incident Command Post (ICP). 

Of note to citizens, the following measures have been taken by Alpine City: Mayor Wimmer has 

signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the Division of Forestry and Fire, Department of 

National Resources, State of Utah. This agreement allows coverage for Alpine City under state 

law which was passed last year. The law’s provision stipulates wildland suppression costs are 

paid by the State of Utah on behalf of the city.  Funding is arranged through a state-funded pool 

allowing Alpine to pay a minimal amount each year through the Lone Peak Public Safety 

District, for suppression. 

Alpine has some obligations connected to the Memorandum.  Mayor Wimmer is working on an 

agreement that develops a Community Wildland Protection Plan (CWPP).   The plan requires 

city officials to work with the community on what are called fire-wise principals: The basics of 

defensible space, “home ignition zone”, and other actions can be reviewed at www.firewise.org. 

You will be hearing more about this as the CWPP is developed for the wildland interface zone of 

the city.  

Mayor Wimmer met with the Forest Service multiple times prior to the fire. Closure to shooting 

in a wilderness area would require a NEPA document and approval of Congress.  Mayor 

Wimmer has met with Forest Service officials since the fire to develop strategies to restrict 

shooting in the area east of Alpine while rehabilitation takes place.  Shane Sorensen arranged a 

meeting with the Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) to discuss watershed 

protection for run-off possibilities.  


