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History of religion book
Winner Short listed Long Listed This article is updated twice a year with our latest picks. At school, a favourite class was usually dependent on the teacher. History classes can go one of two ways: terribly dry, or if you've had a dedicated enough instructor, so fascinating that they can transport you to another place and time altogether. Our favorite history books
contain the passion of those excellent teachers — you won't catch yourself here. We've included stories that you can't escape high school without learning from, but also some you may have never heard of before. For example, everyone knows the basics of World War II, but how much do you know about the war's North African campaign? Listening history
buffs: We've outlined some of the best eye-opening books about history below, ranging from memoirs to a highly realistic work of fiction. Here are our picks for the best history books to add to your collection. 01 of 15 Black Bostonians James Oliver Horton and Lois E. Horton Black Bostonians $7 Shop Black Bostonians are a thorough text about the people of
color in the North around the Civil War. It describes their social systems and the lengths they took to engage politically in order to win their Southern brothers freedom and extend the rights of the already free. 02 of 15 The Big Cat Massacre Robert Darnton The Big Cat Massacre and Other Episodes in French Cultural History $4 Store This title is filled with
strange aspects of French history that use a lens known as microhistoric. The idea is to zoom in on a particular historical event and delve into its details, following the consequences and turnarounds. The Big Cat Massacre is one vignette in the book. As its name might imply, The Big Cat Massacre is about a group of Paris print shop apprentices in the 1730s
who held mock trials and hung up all the cats they could find. 03 of 15 The Complete War Memoirs of Charles De Gaulle Charles de Gaulle The Complete War Memoirs of Charles De Gaulle $30 Store French Army officer and statesman Charles de Gaulle was a prominent figure during World War II, and immediately after the dust settled, he wrote several
volumes on his experiences. They are collected in this book, and savvy readers recommend reading them in tandem with Winston Churchill's own long war bills. 04 of 15 Cuba in the American Imagination Louis A. Perez Cuba in the American Imagination $12 Store Our relationship with Cuba has never been a simple one. Historian of Cuba Louis A. Perez
looks at the history of how Americans looked at and described Cuba (as a woman, or a ripe fruit, for example) and discovered the motives behind characterizations of the island in Cuba in the American Imagination. 05 of 15 Red Very Francis Spufford Red Very $12 Store While Not Strictly Non-Fiction, Red Many Are a Historic Book Book the 1950s boom times
of the Soviet Republic. It's told in a familiar narrative structure, which makes it look like a real story you won't want to put down. 06 of 15 Pendulum of War Niall Barr Pendulum of War $10 Store Pendulum of War focuses on World War II Africa campaign - specifically over the three battles at El Alamein, Egypt. Britain's desert army has seen huge success under
a barn new commander. 07 of 15 The Silk Roads Peter Frankopan The Silk Roads $15 Shop On the other side of the spectrum of microhistoric comes wide-ranging exploration in various eras. Such is the case of The Silk Roads, which considers how the crossroads of the world affects our society today, and how the fate of the West has always been linked to
the East. 08 of 15 Team rivals Doris Kearns Goodwin Team of Rivals $13 Store Ladder over Abraham Lincoln, who earned respect from his critics in order to unify his cabinet and, ultimately, the country in Team of Rivals. The tricks behind Lincoln's magic are revealed in this biography. 09 of 15 The Sacred Routes of Uyghur History Rian Thum The Sacred
Routes of Uyghur History $41 Shop The Sacred Routes is a special book because it challenges the accepted national history of the Turkish Muslims of Xinjiang, China. It's been called a biography of history, and it's bound to expand your perspective of what the concept of history really means. 10 of 15 Empire of the Black Mountain Elizabeth Roberts Realm of
the Black Mountain $40 Shop One of the world's newest countries doesn't have an international reputation, but Realm of the Black Mountain is out to change that. Montenegro (and Serbia) are formed from the dissolution Yugoslavia, and you can learn about what makes the small nation of Montenegro tick. 11 of 15 Reading Lolita in Tehran Azar Nafisi
Reading Lolita in Tehran $10 Store The title of this historic memoir is already rife with scandal. Iran has a reliable history of censorship, but one educator in Tehran has not allowed the law to stop her from giving adult students a chance to learn through world literature. Reading Lolita in Tehran is Azar Nafisi's version of learning despite danger. 12 of 15 Worst
Tough Time Timothy Egan The Worst Tough Time $9 Store The Dust Bowl Wreaks Havoc on Texas, Oklahoma, and Colorado in the 1930s. The country has already suffered because of the Great Depression, which has ruined financial prospects for many Americans, and the natural destruction of the storms has only made everything worse. The National
Book Award-winning The Worst Hard Time follows a dozen Americans during that time. 13 of 15 Rifles, Germs, and Steel Jared Diamond Guns, Germs, and Steel $15 Shop We could have recommended a dense history of the world, but Guns, Germs, and Steel offer a Concept. Geography professor Jared Diamond suggests that the totality of human history is
based on how people interact interact their environments. Explore why civilizations near water and other minute details begin what we've come to accept without fully considering why. 14 of 15 Michelle Obama becomes Michelle Obama $16 Shop Don't Forget about the Meaning of Recent History. Peek into the life of America's first black first lady in Becoming
Michelle Obama. Hearing about Michelle's childhood in the South Side of Chicago, her career as a lawyer, falls in love with Barack, and more. 15 of 15 Anne Frank The Diary of a Young Girl $6 Store You can't miss young Anne Frank's diary about fleeing the Nazis, who were found in the attic where she spent years of her life. After two years in hiding, her
family's whereabouts were discovered by the Gestapo, and their lives later came to a tragic end. Excluded with permission from publisher John Wiley &amp; Sons, Inc. (www.wiley.com) of History of Greed: Financial Fraud from Tulip Mania to Bernie Madoff by David E. Y. Sarna. Copyright (c) 2010 by David E. Y. Sarna. By David E. Y. SarnaBUBBLES AND
FRAUDHenry Blodget was named the number one Internet/e-commerce analyst on Wall Street by Institutional Investor, Greenwich Associates and TheStreet.com in 2000. In 2002, when New York State Attorney General Eliot Spitzer published Merrill Lynch emails in which Blodget gave private assessments on stocks that conflict with what he said publicly. In
2003, he was charged by the Securities and Exchange Commission with civil securities fraud, charges that he eventually settled without acknowledging or denying the allegations. However, he agreed to and paid a $2 million fine and $2 million in disregard and was subsequently banned from the securities industry for life. Wall Street's Greedy LegacySince
then made Blodget a living writing and analysis. Shortly after the crash of 2008, he wrote a lengthy article for the Atlantic called Why Wall Street Always Blows It in which he tried to explain what happened in 2008, based on what was known when he wrote the article. Our views generally agree that greed and lack of government surveillance had a lot to do with
it. The SEC fell asleep at the switch . . . we grew greedy; we went nuts; we heard what we wanted to hear, he writes in his article. However, he also believes that bubbles are inevitably in the capitalist system. He says: Most bubbles are the product of more than just bad faith, or incompetence, or rank stupidity; the interaction of human psychology with a market
economy virtually ensures that they will form. In this sense, bubbles are perfectly rational — or at least they are a rational and inevitable byproduct of capitalism. Greed: Nature or Nurture? In Blodget's view, greed is an innate part of the Nature. In this he follows Sigmund Freud, who wrote, Culture should call every possible reinforcement to barriers against the
aggressive aggressive of people ... His ideal instruction to love one's neighbor as yourself is really justified by the fact that nothing is as complete in variance with original human nature like this. &gt; &gt; Bull or Bear? Voting in Our PollHowever, Blodget also concludes that the human animal is naturally greedy and also arrogant. We think we're smarter than
everyone else, and we take unfair advantage, as long as we think we can get away with it. In the same edition of the Atlantic, Virginia Postrel, in Pop Psychology, bases her argument over experimental economics research by Vernon Smith and Charles Noussair, that if you put people in front of a market that behaves a certain way, you're inevitably going to get
a bubble. People are just wired to create asset price bubbles, she says. Stating this, Postrel seems to subscribe to the literal understanding of the biblical verse found in Genesis, because the tendency in humans is evil from his youth. Blodget appears to agree with her. In The Social Contract, famed French philosopher Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778)
wrote that he believed that man was born innately well, but that it was society that polluted him. Don Isaac Abarbanel, a fifteenth-century Jewish exegete, understands the verse in Genesis differently, and takes an intermediate view between these two positions: When the Torah says that 'for the tendency in humans is evil of his youth,' it refers not to individual
people but to humanity... Childhood is a tumultuous time, a chance to experiment with reckless immaturity; adolescence is characterized by rebellion and self-self-assertiveness. But with maturity comes sensitivity, establishment and stability. Abarbanel said, The food had a sobering effect on humanity; God slammed mankind's face and demanded they cut out
the nonsense and just grow up! Well, after that, the lesson was learned. Future generations will look back on the story with the pain we all feel about certain events of our teens, and keep themselves in the check. Thus, future catastrophes will be avoided. Capitalism: You can't live with it or without it, although I agree with Abarbanel's view that future
catastrophes can be avoided, I also know that greed drives Wall Street, and always has; in pursuit of easy money, rules are sometimes bent or broken. Adam Smith, upon enquiry about the nature and causes of the Wealth of Nations (1776), described the origins of capitalism. He came up with the concept of the invisible hand by which the private interests and
passions of people are led in the direction most agreeable to the interests of the whole of society. As Robert Heilbroner said: Self-interest is only half the picture. It drives men to action. Something else should prevent pushing from profit hungry individuals keeps society to excessive ransom. This regulator is competition, the conflict of self-interest self-interest
on the market. A man who allows his self-interest to run away with him will find that competitors have slipped in to take away his trade. Thus, the selfish motives of people are transmitted through interaction to yield the most unexpected results: social harmony. In other words, competition serves as a brake on greed. Capitalism is not about stealing, scams or
screwing the little man. On the contrary, capitalism is about the creation and exchange of value: It's about the individual improving his or her own situation by producing something of value that improves the lives of others. True capitalism increases the good of the whole by creating an incentive for the individual to increase his or her own attraction. Capitalism,
as Winston Churchill told the British House of Commons, is the worst economic system in the world except for all the others trying. Convicted felon Sam Antar (now reformed), who we will read in Chapter 6, said it well: The main pillar of our capitalist free-market economic system, which is a cornerstone of our democracy, is the integrity of financial information.
Without reliable financial information, capitalism cannot survive. The integrity of financial information can only be achieved through building bricks such as healthy internal controls and independently veritable financial information. The well-educated, skilled and experienced accountant is the first line of defense for the capitalist system. Fraud and scams disrupt
the markets by comosing the integrity of financial information. It comes across when fraudsters and scams believe they can get away with it. Economic historian Charles Kindleberger believed that swindlers are demand-determined, following Keynes' law that demand determine its own supply, rather than Say's law that supply creates its own demand. In a
boom, fortunes are made, individuals were greedy, and scams emerge to exploit that greed. Kindleberger seems to me to be right on target. Capitalism for Smaller - Company StocksFraud and small public companies go along like bees and honey. A thoroughly disproportionate number of prosecutions involve smaller companies. The smaller stock fraud game,
which we discuss at some length, is a play in multiple acts, with good guys and bad guys, winners and losers. It's part drama, part suspend thriller, part comedy, and, inevitably, various parts tragedy. Like all plays, it has actors. Some, like the CEO of a company, play starring roles. Others, such as accountants and lawyers, have important supporting roles.
Promoters sometimes play the part of the jesters, but more often they play the role of the, and in some cases they play a starring role. The overall theme of the play is Tremendous amounts of money are made (and lost) every day in the markets for the low-priced, thinly capitalized stocks as small-caps, micro caps, or nano caps, depending on their size, and
collectively than smaller-caps. We don't know exactly how much is made by actors in the small-cap markets. However, hundreds of millions of dollars are conservatively spent by investors (buyers) of low-priced stocks (those with a market capitalization, which is the share price times number of shares) of below $500 million. And remember, for each buyer there
is a more than willing seller, so the gross annual profit for purveyors of penny stocks (which is most easily manipulated, but only makes a small portion of the overall market in manipulated securities) achieved in the hundreds of millions of dollars or even more, perhaps much more. They are the Crooks, not MeNow, be honest. If you've ever bought a stock, why
have you bought it and none of 10,000 others? Of course, you expected the price to go up. But why did you expect the price to move up? Have you received a hot hint of your brother-in-law? Did your broker want to reward you as a (presumably) favored customer? Have you read something in an obscure place? Whatever your reason, somehow you thought
that you had the inside track on that stock, and that you knew something the market didn't. You thought you had an edge, and you wanted to take advantage of your special knowledge. So then you also have a little (or many) larvae in your heart, and you also want your unfair share of the market. You and I have something in common then; we are human.
While one can certainly debate whether man is inherently good or inherently bad, history, at least since the industrial revolution, has almost shown that capitalism and a free-market economy create wealth and a high standard of living. Capitalism is compromised when there is insufficient competition, when information is not freely distributed, or when fraudulent
information is allowed to be passed on as genuine. That said, each of us hopes that we have (legal) access to information that others don't have, or that we have better tools (better analysis, better judgment and/or better intuition) so we can take advantage of by buying when others sell. Inevitably, then, in capitalism there are winners and losers, but in a fair
(swindle-free) system we all have equal opportunity to become winners. Also inevitably, however, some will seek to load the gambling gambling salad, tip the scales, or unfairly affect the results. And that's when greed becomes criminal. Criminal.
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