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One of the most sought-after features of Facebook Messenger - group video calls - is finally being introduced via an update of the app. Up to six people can make video calls at the same time, but Facebook doesn't want to force everyone in a group to participate. As product manager Andrew Song told
Digital Trends, not everyone is always video call-ready. We designed this experience with a view to mobile phones, Song said. And we tried to figure out how to create this party or fun atmosphere with a bunch of people. Being able to get into the same space and have the energy you would have if you
were in the same physical space is what it really is for. When the video call limit has filled or you're at work and can't join, you can still see what's going on and respond with messages or your voice. The company says up to 50 people can listen in a group call and tune in or continue to send messages via
This. You must create a group or be in an existing group to tap the group video call icon—anyone can join with a tap, and you can call specific people or the entire group. The Messenger team recently released an update that improved the camera in the app and introduced 3D effects, stickers, and masks
that can be added to photos and videos, similar to Snapchat. These 3D effects can also be used for real-time video calls – it's available for iOS at launch, and it's coming soon on Android. Song says the team is focused on its next billion users and believes that recently introduced features like Instant
Games and Instant Video are key to attracting a new audience while maintaining its current user base. The group video call update is rolled out worldwide on iOS and Android. Editors' Recommendations April 27, 2020 4 min read This story originally appeared on PC Mag Facebook today presented
Messenger Rooms, a competitor of Zoom video conferencing service that allows you to host video meetings with friends simply by sharing a link. Everyone will be able to join a Messenger Room even if they don't have a Facebook account, CEO Mark Zuckerberg said. The basic idea of Messenger Rooms
is that you should be able to create a space for any activity or event you want to hold. They should be able to send people a link, and then they should be able to come by and hang out with you, he said during a live stream. On desktop devices, a Messenger Room session can accommodate up to 16
participants simultaneously in Zoom-like grids. On mobile devices, the number drops to eight. However, Facebook says it is also developing the new product to keep up to 50 people without a time limit. Messenger Rooms on mobile devices. The real special feature is how your Messenger Room can live
on your Facebook profile to friends or family spontaneously via the video chat and hang out with you. You don't have to plan the time in advance, as you normally need for a meeting at work, Zuckerberg said. Instead, you can create a room and open everything for your friends. The social network will then
prominently display your Messenger Room at the top of your friends' Facebook News Feed, making it easy for them to join in. I really enjoyed testing this, Zuckerberg said, adding that there are times when my close friends just come into a room at the same time, and that's going to be just that neat,
serene, spontaneous interaction. The company also brings the feature into Facebook groups, making it a convenient way to schedule meetings for book clubs, yoga sessions and other activities. Active Messenger Rooms on Facebook News Feed.Facebook plans to display active messenger rooms above
the Stories panel in their News Feed. However, the company is aware that they may only participate in your video sessions by certain people and may not annoy family members or friends. So expect your Messenger Room to be promoted only to people you actually interact with on Facebook. You can
also configure your room with different privacy settings. The person who creates the room controls the settings for the person who can join, how easy it is to find a room, and whether a link is enabled or shared, according to a page that explores Messenger Rooms' privacy approach. Configure the settings
in a room session. Other controls include options to lock a room as soon as a call starts, removing or blocking attendees, and the ability to report a room for facebook policy violations. Although Messenger Rooms isn't end-to-end encrypted, Facebook says that whether you're using Rooms through your
Facebook account or joining as a guest, we won't see or listen to your audio or video calls. If you are not logged in to Facebook, we will limit the information we would like to provide to you when you join a room. We only ask for a name that will be shown to help other guests and the space creator identify
you in a call, the company added. It also indicates that ads do not appear during Messenger Room sessions. However, Facebook says it will collect some information from your computer when you join a session, whether you're a registered Facebook user or not. We use this information for a variety of
purposes, including providing and improving the room product experience and safe and secure, the social network added. Facebook is launching Messenger Rooms in select markets this week. The new video chat service will then be distributed to the rest of the world in the coming weeks. First, you can
only create the rooms on Facebook. But the company adds the space creation feature to Instagram Direct, Direct, the company's intelligent display line. Personal meetings are the most natural way of communicating. But if that's uncomfortable, then videoconferencing has a lot to do for them via phone
calls. People pay more attention when they can see the people they talk to. Unfortunately, for all the benefits, videoconferencing is incredibly easy to screw. Everyone thinks they know what they're doing, but they've never been trained to do it, says Paul J. Bailo, author of The Essential Digital Interview
Handbook. Here are some tips on how to look a professional:1. Get the right lights. Overhead lighting is the worst type of lighting for video conferencing because it makes shadows under your eyes. Unfortunately, that's what most people have by default. You can't worry about lighting if you check in a
quick snow day with the team you've been working with for four years. But for high-stakes situations (such as job interviews) if you need to do your best, Bailo recommends using three natural, soft lights: two behind your webcam (one on the left, one on the left) and one directly behind you.2. Observe
your angle. Do you use a webcam that is rammed to the top of your monitor? Chances are it doesn't catch you from the ideal perspective. If it's too angled, you'll be able to tower over your fellow fighters. You want the lens to be at eye level. A tripod can take you there and keep the camera stable. If you're
using the built-in camera on your laptop, it may be too low—and look up your nose. Although it's not ideal, you can put hardcover books under your laptop until the angle is right. You want the camera to capture the triangle of your forehead on your left and right shoulders in the frame.3. Look presentable.
Even if only your face and shoulders are in the frame, you never know if you need to get up for any reason. So look decent from head to toe. Put some flattering, solid colors near your face, just like TV news anchors do. Check your teeth for leftovers from lunch. Make sure the temperature is such that you
don't sweat, and don't have to start taking layers, which is worrying for all watching. Less obvious? Make sure you have the right chair, says Bailo. Fidgeting is fine on audio, but deadly if you can see someone moving like a hyperactive schoolboy in the corner of your screen. The people you interact with
will be treated to see what's behind you throughout the meeting. Junk and are bad enough. Your bed with dirty laundry on it is unprofessional. Or worse, you have something that sits there that is part of the landscape for you, but for everyone else (e.B that Dallas Cowboys cheerleaders poster pulled your
child out of his bedroom, but never put away). Bailo recommends investing in what Paper (what professional photographers use in their studios) when you do a lot of digital interaction. If you don't want it in a live meeting, you shouldn't have it on a video conference. When you're in an office, Jay O'Connor,
chief marketing officer of Blue Jeans, a video conferencing service, suggests painting a wall spot with the company colors and a copy of the company logo as a background. You look like a million dollars, he says. They look like this incredibly established company. It is a very cost-effective way to operate
as a large professional company. 5. Minimize distractions. Bailo suggests making an on-air sign for your office door if you live to stop other people from running in. If you work at home and the people you are concerned about those who are too young to read and obey such a sign, then you have to hire a
babysitter or deliver it elsewhere. Pets too. A barking dog can ruin a conversation, as can a cat running over your keyboard. First impressions count when it comes to videoconferencing, says O'Connor. If you don't want it in a live meeting, you shouldn't have it on a video conference. 6. Be prepared. Video
is closer to a face-to-face meeting than to a conference call, but most people treat it like a conference call. So they try to look at their notes or look at their computer screens. This is similar to holding a piece of paper in front of your face in a live meeting. You don't listen, says O'Connor. Know your key
points and look up so you can interact normally and see the benefits of seeing people and. Seen.
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