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Thoracic surgery definition

Surgery is one of the main treatments for cancer. It may be the only treatment you need. Sometimes it aims to cure cancer if cancer is just one area of your body. It's a local treatment. Usually, the sooner a cancer is found, the easier it is to remove it. Your surgeon removes the tumor and some normal tissue around it (known as a clear margin). They can also remove lymph nodes
closer to cancer if they contain cancer cells. Lymph nodes are part of the lymphatic system. This is a network of tubes and glands that filter lymphatic fluid, and fight infections and other diseases. A specialist (pathologist) looks at the tumor and surrounding tissue under a microscope to check for cancer cells. That gives more information about cancer. Other treatments prior to
surgery (neo adjuvant treatment) Some people do treatment before surgery to help shrink a cancer and facilitate removal. This is called neo adjuvant treatment. Other treatments after surgery (adjuvant treatment) Doctors decide if you need more treatment to reduce the risk of cancer coming back. This is called adjuvant treatment and is most often chemotherapy or radiotherapy.
Possible problems During an operation, surgeons sometimes discover that a cancer has spread more than they expected. When this happens, the operation may take longer than planned, or it may have to be completely stop. If the cancer has spread to another part of the body, the surgery can't cure it. But with some types of cancer, surgery can help people live for a long time
and can sometimes lead to a cure. When a cancer spreads, it may be better to have a treatment that works throughout your body, such as chemotherapy. The thoracic surgery website is no longer live. For more information, go to www.aats.org.
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